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T he Oak leaf

DIARY
Monday 2nd March 2009: Speaker: Marie Lyndsay - 
Principal of St Mary’s College.

Thursday 5th March 2009: Council meeting will be held in 
Vincent Grant’s home at 8pm.

Monday 9th March 2009: Club Business.

Monday 16th March 2009: Speaker: Rosa McLaughlin - 
Foyle Learning Community.

Monday 23rd March 2009: Speaker: Reverend David 
Latimer.

Monday 30th March 2009:  Speaker: Denise McConnell - 
Hands That Talk.

Thursday 2nd April 2008: Council meeting will be held in 
Jeremy Arthur’s home at 8 pm.

Monday 6th April 2009: Club business.

Monday 20th April 2009: Speaker: Helen McKeever - 
NSPCC.

Monday 27th April 2009:  Speaker:  Alan McClure 

rotar y c lub of  londonder r y meets:  monday , 1.00 p .m. 
at the city hotel, queens quay , londonder r y, BT48 7AS

MARCH BIRTHDAYS  -  

Happy birthday this month on:

3rd  to Past President Eamonn Gee

26th  to Past President Jack McFarland

March is Literacy Month. 

Literacy has been one of the major emphases of recent 
Rotary International Presidents. Education is highly valued 
in our country which has seen the benefits of well-developed 
educational systems. However, both at home and abroad, 
there are many adults and children who have not received 
the educational benefits they need and deserve. Rotarians 
should be active in supporting literacy projects at home and 
abroad. 

ANNUAL  BALL

The Gala Ball evening on 30 May will be the Club's main 
social and fund raising event of the year.  

The organising committee President Vincent Grant, Jim 
Foster, Eamonn Gee, John McMonagle and Thomas Quigley 
are seeking rotarians assistance to help sell tickets and/or 
invite guests in order to ensure that this will be a truly 
memorable occassion.

Tickets are now available from Eamonn.

Australian districts provide relief to victims of wildfires

Members of the Rotary clubs of Hawthorn and Boroondara, 
Victoria, Australia, are transforming an unused nursing home 
into a temporary shelter for residents left homeless by the 
wildfires. Rotary districts in Victoria, Australia, are bringing 
relief to families victimized by a series of devastating wildfires 
that swept across the state this month, killing more than 200 
people and leaving thousands homeless.   

As the scale of the disaster becomes clearer, Rotary clubs in 
districts 9780, 9790, 9800, 9810, and 9820 are excavating 

TABU Visit

On 4th April a party of high-school students from Chicago will 
be visting the City.

This is part of an on-going programme whereby students from 
Northern Ireland, and from Chicago, make trans-atlantic visits 
in alternate years. The Rotary Club of Highland Park, Illinois 
acts as the US co-ordinator.

debris and providing food, 
clothes, tools, and short-
term shelter to those 
affected by the blaze. 

District 9800 has also 
e s t a b l i s h e d  a n  
emergency fund for  
medium to long term 
assistance for rebuilding. 

"Victorian clubs are doing 
a tremendous job at 
rallying to help those in 
need, both in donations 
and relief projects," says 
District Governor Jim 
Studebaker. "Rotary will 
be there when the fire is 
out and the dust settles. 
It 's clear that many 
communities are going to 
need long-term help 
rebuilding." 

Members of the Rotary clubs of 
Hawthorn and Boroondara, Victoria, 
Australia, are transforming an unused 
nursing home into a temporary shelter 
for residents left homeless by the 
wildfires. Photo courtesy of the Rotary 
Club of Hawthorn 

The Rotary Internat ional  
Convention  2009 will take 
place from 21 - 24 June, 2009 at 
the National Exhibition Centre 
(NEC). 

P a s t  P r e s i d e n t  J a m e s  
Buchanan is RI Convention Co-
ordinator Birmingham 2009.

F o r  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  a n d  t o  r e g i s t e r  v i s i t  
www.rotaryconvention2009.com

A GOLF DATE FOR YOUR DIARY

This year’s Classic Golf Competition is being organised by 
Pat Kelly, Phelim O’Neill and Maurice Brennan and will be 
held on Friday 21st August at Ballyliffin the fabulous links 
course loved by so many.  Teams of four with a Shotgun start.

Watch this space for further details!



w w w . l o n d o n d e r r y r o t a r y . o r g

“Of Years Gone By”
From the Archive 1999 – President Derek Lee (1998-99)

Most Rotarians are familiar with the four-way test but how 
many are familar with The Object of Rotary.  The ideal of 
Service comes into each aspect of the Object:

The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of 
service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in particular, to 
encourage and foster: 

FIRST. The development of acquaintance as an opportunity 
for service; 

SECOND. High ethical standards in business and 
professions, the recognition of the worthiness of all useful 
occupations, and the dignifying of each Rotarian's 
occupation as an opportunity to serve society; 

THIRD. The application of the ideal of service in each 
Rotarian's personal, business, and community life; 

FOURTH. The advancement of international understanding, 
goodwill, and peace through a world fellowship of business 
and professional persons united in the ideal of service. 

Shivering together are some of our club members who took 
the plunge at Lisfannon, on Lough Swilly, to raise funds for 
club charities on New Year's Day 1999. Guess which 
sartorially elegant member came equipped with a dry-suit! 

March 1999

06 March 1999 - Community Service - Mencap Fun Run 

The Fun Run was organised for Mencap in conjunction with 
the World Cross-Country Championships to be held in 
Belfast at the end of March. About 100 runners took part. 
Fifteen members from our club, led by Rtn Denis McLaughlin 
acted as stewards for the event which covered a 7km return 
course from Templemore Sports Complex to Bridgend in 
County Donegal. The organisers welcomed our members' 
participation, which enabled athletics club members to run 
rather than act as stewards themselves. 

25 March 1999 - Community Service - St Patrick's Day Party 

An annual club event is the St Patrick's Day Party (give or 
take a week) for the senior citizens who reside close to our 
club meeting place, the Northern Counties Club. Under the 
guidance of Rtn Denis McLaughlin, seven members of the 
club sang, played music, danced and generally entertained 
our guests. The party went on until after midnight, the guests 
seeming to have even more stamina than their hosts. 

27 March 1999 - TABU - Student Visitors from Illinois, USA 

The Rotary Club of Belfast (contact: Past President Brian 
Byers) is currently hosting a visiting party of high-school 
students from Chicago. This is part of an on-going 
programme whereby students from Northern Ireland, and 
from Chicago, make trans-atlantic visits in alternate years. 
The Rotary Club of Highland Park, Illinois acts as the US co-
ordinator. Club TABU Officer, Vice-President John 
MacCrossan, hosted the students, and their accompanying 
Rotarian, Martha Gray, from the Highland Park Club. John 
arranged for them to meet jointly with Gerry Murray, a local 
accountant, economist and journalist, and Tony Crowe, a 
local historian, writer and community organiser. The 
students, were briefed on the current political situation, as 
viewed by the speakers, and were afforded an opportunity to 
ask questions.  

 

RI Web Site Honoured    

Encyclopedia Britannica recently named www.rotary.org as 
one of its Web's Best Sites for 2009.  

Each year, the encyclopedia's editors review and handpick 
Web sites that are related to topics on Britannica.com and 
found to be of high quality. Users who access the online 
encyclopedia’s entry on Rotary International can now link 
directly to Rotary.org for more information.   

In English, French, German, Italian, Japanese, Korean, 
Portuguese, Spanish, and Swedish, www.rotary.org  offers 
information in the following six broad categories:  

About Us -- Basic information about Rotary's leaders, history, 
and financials 

Contribute  -- All the ways people can donate to The Rotary 
Foundation and get recognized for their contributions 

Service and Fellowship  -- Polio, fellowship opportunities, 
and how to do a project, including how to fund it with 
Foundation grants 

Students and Youth  -- RI youth programs, such as Rotaract, 
as well as the Foundation's educational programs 

Members  -- Training, how to run a club, how to run a district, 
and Rotary events 

Media and News  -- A repository for all of the news and 
publications for Rotary International and The Rotary 
Foundation and an extensive database of photos called 
Rotary Images 

If any rotarian has an interesting story or article they would 
like to be considered for inclusion in The Oakleaf  please 
contact Jeremy Arthur.

PEPS

Last weekend PEPS was held at Enfield, Co. Meath on 
Friday evening and Saturday.  The weekend was very well 
organised and presentations from our own District Officers 
John MacCrossan and Werner Scheel were very well 
received with good appreciation shown to both for their 
valued input.

FAGRAS, ROMANIA REVISITED!

On the weekend of 14th March John McMonagle, Nigel 
Sproule and Eamonn Gee will be travelling to Fagras to 
finalise plans for the children’s Playground which we are 
providing at the Children’s Home which was our matching 
grant project.
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